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Presidents Article February 2019

It's the heart of winter and things are back in full swing after the holidays. We’ve been
blessed with mild weather up until the end of January but It seems winter has come back around
and covered us with ice and snow. Thank you to all of those who have helped to keep the walks
shoveled and the grounds cleaned up. Andy Laitila has kept the parking lots and drive plowed
and Jon Stotz has helped to keep the ice under control.

Skeet and trap league is underway and shooting in all weather conditions. Whether you're a
seasoned veteran or beginner to shotgun sports its not to late to join us. We shoot Mondays and
Wednesdays from 5:00pm to 8:00 pm and Sundays from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. Many of the
Ram Nitro Team shooters are joining in on the fun of winter league to help hone their skills for
their spring season.

As spring approaches we will be looking form helping hands with the upkeep of our
facility. We will start with a spring cleanup day Saturday March 30" starting at 8:00 am. This is a
great opportunity to get some work hours and help maintain our great facility. We also have
many items on our annual improvement list that we would like to take on this spring including re-
roofing the pavilion and staining the back of the main building. If you are looking for work house
there is always something that needs a little extra help. Please contact Ryan Cordes, Gordon
Pickerd, or Dan Vincent if direction is needs. We can always use help pulling skeet and trap
lines as well.

We had a rough start to our Ice fishing season but the second half of January has set in
and most lakes in the area are safe. Enjoy the great winter weather and don’t forget to take
pictures of your catches for our Quarterly fishing contest. Cash prizes will be given for first and
second place in each category at the April meeting.

Many other activities are continuing through the winter so stop on out for CMP, Cowboy
Action, Small Bore Rifle, or Skeet and Trap.

Ryan



Rockford Sportsman’s Club
Membership Meeting Minutes
January 8 2018
Call to order at 7:15 P.M.

Introduction of guests Kevin Phelson visiting from Indianapolis
Invocation was given by Tim Gardner
Ryan Cordes made motion to approve minutes, motion carried.

President’s Report: Ryan Cordes
Thanks to George for 13 years of service.
Asking for one volunteer to take over deer and fish contest.

Vice President’s Report: Gordon Pickerd
Not present

Chairman’s Report: Lee J. Christensen
No Report

Secretary’s Report: Scott Stanley
No report

Membership Secretary’s Report: Mike Roche

New member applications for:

Scott and Laura Blasus
Kenneth Kilmer
Josiah and Julieta Johnson
Edward and Kristin Meyette
Gary and Sandy Buchanich

Motion presented by Mike Roche for associate membership. Motion seconded and carried.

Treasurer’s Report: Len Laitila
Total income of $6,845
Total expenses $10,261
Net -$3,415

Sergeant of Arms Report: Dan Vincent
Thanks to George for all his years of service and being a great asset. Has done a ton for the club and will
continue to handle rental responsibilities.
Thanks to all helped with the birds yesterday. Unloaded 23 skids.
For rentals watch kids when cleaning up. A few broken lenses and a hole in the wall. Implementing a
renter’s check off list. Member will check party in and out to make sure everything is done and clean.

Keys are not ready yet due to illness of the key cuter. The rental key will only open the side door to club.



Committee Reports

NSSA

Cowboy No Report

Pistol . Need a new chairman if we want to continue.

CMP . Introduction 3-man 3 gun shoot on 26" of January. This will be a fun shoot. Shoot 25 rounds

with military rifle at 100. 25 rounds pistol at 25yrds 25 rounds and skeet field with shot gun. Each stage
worth 250 points. There will be a sign-up sheet in shoot house. Can sign up as a team or individual. $10
fee per shooter. Aiming to keep equipment close to military specs/CMP guidelines.

Free Style Small Bore — Fun shoots in the winter (check calendar) and starting regular season in the spring.
Hoping for a few new faces.

Bench Rifle - March 12" starting season. 2 Classes hunter and varmint both shot at 200 yards.

Defensive Pistol — starts in April

Hunter Safety - Next class is May 8™ 3 classes per year. Graduate over 200 students per year. Looking
for volunteers to help with classes.

Trap and skeet - New season starts next week

Rimfire Challenge — Organizational meeting following next months regular meeting.

Rimfire bench Rifle - Free shoot in April. All shoots posted on calendar.

Well-Armed Woman — Jennifer welcomes any woman to join who is interested joining. 3" Wednesday of eve-
ry month. 4 current members.

MUCC no meeting in January but there will be in February. Annual convention will be at Houghton Lake in
mid-June.

Deer Fish Turkey

Deer -

1% Paul Kazmiersky

2" Don Boezwinkel

3" Phil Harisson

Turkey —

1* Don Boezwinkel

Sunshine

Email Dan Vincent for additions/updates
Doug Herman’s wife has brain cancer and is home with hospice. Jim Holice had a stroke while visiting TX. Prayers
and thoughts to both families.

New Business
Question on vote on property tax issues which was delayed. Has not made it to the floor.
Conservation officer at Ottawa County had a tip on illegal buck which ended up being posted on Facebook.
Rockford Boy Scouts had a safety meeting here at the 50 and it was nice that it was lit with the new lights.
Thanks to all those who got the lighting in place on the rifle range.
New lock on gate. Only use the last loops of chain to lock.

Raffle: 50/50. S35, Charley Roberts — Phil Harrison
Meeting adjourned at 7:58pm.

Respectfully submitted
Scott Stanley



Board Meeting Minutes
January 15, 2018
Call to order at 7:00 P.M.

Attendees: Ryan Cordes, George Mayhak, Steve Mitchell, Steve Roche, Dan Vincent, Jim Thom-
son, Nathan Shipaila, Bill Skallos, Dan Hankinson, Tim Hall

Invocation was given by Tim Hall.

President’s Report: Ryan Cordes
Squared away new signers for account at the bank.
Will attend MUCC dinner with Gordy.
Proposes spring clean up in second week of April or one week before round robin tournament.
Maybe 4 hours of work followed by food.

Vice President’s Report: Gordon Pickerd
No present — at another meeting

Secretary’s Report: Scott Stanley
No Report

Membership Secretary’s Report: Mike Roche

Denis Schichtel would like to be excused from meetings for attending classes. Amended pro-
posal to excuse one meeting but still require 3 meetings. Motion carried as amended.
Peter Kreutzfeldt — Letter keeps coming back. Questioning if he moved. Len believes he has

moved to Florida.
No address for Dave Devries.

Treasurer’s Report: Jim Thomson/Len Laitila
Total Income $2,621. Total Expense $13,774. Net Income -$12,339.
Checking act balance $63,921
Going forward plan to separate account for RSC and SCTP.
For the record — security cameras work.

Sergeant of Arms Report: Dan Vincent
Doug Herman'’s wife passed.
Checking status on LED switch over. Gordon liked the LED test bulb. Price to make complete
switch is estimated at around $1000
April 11 and 14 set for round robin. Clean up the day after.
Matt Castel — Grandpa passed away

Trustee Reports

Jim Thomson
Reports many members have been asking what they can do to get work hours.



Meeting Minutes Continued

Steve Mitchell
Reviewed guidelines for facility rental for profit agencies.
Tim asked a question about cancelations related to weather related cancelations. Board agreed cancelations of this
nature will be reimbursed on a by exception basis.
Scheduling limited to week days? Should we open up the action range? Discussion leaned toward no.
No rentals October, 15 to November, 18.
Updated Email and Phone for Jim
Ended year down 8 percent in investments.
Still looking for updates on several activities.
78 families left and 41 new families joined. Currently sitting at 317 family memberships.
Proposed a journalist cover each league.
In response to dwindling interest in league shoots proposed a committee to try liven up league shoots by adding reactive tar-
gets.
Should we send out a google survey asking for improved interest.
Steve will head up a sub-committee to discuss further.

Dan Hankinson
No report.

Len Laitila
Issue with parties watching out web site and attempting to scam. Stating treasurers email address should
not be on site. Steve suggested a separate box for treasurer that he can access but which is not
pushed to him.

Bill Skallos
Needs ear plugs for hunter’s safety. Dan said he has them available.

Tim Hall
Stated Michigan is the top producer of sporting related revenue of any states bordering the great lakes
Hunting license revenue reported to be down in the state of MI. This is believed to be related to hunters
in Ml aging out and younger hunters not taking up the sport.
Dan who used to be in charge of MUCC has been appointed to lead role in DNR.

Nathan Shipalia — runs cowboy action shooting

Flag pole keeps getting shot. This is believed to be the case because the chord keeps breaking.

Want to extend Friday set up time an hour to be from 10am to 12pm.

Asking for May 15th or 22" to be designated for range maintenance. All day. Settled on May 15" from 10am to
1pm immediately following the old coot shoot.

Asking for reimbursement for membership fee to Wolverine Rangers and over $300 for prize reimbursement.
Motions carried.

Next meeting, February 19" at 7:00pm.
Meeting adjourned 8:09pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Scott Stanley



NOTICE
JANUARY 26, 2019 CMP FUN MATCH
3 GUN TEAM SHOOT

On Saturday, January 26, from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. (or we are done shooting) the CMP League will
host a FUN SHOOT. The goal of the shoot is to attract and expose shooters to activities in which they may
not normally participate. It is our hope that we may spark an interest in those who shoot in this event to
expand their normal activities to include additional facets of the shooting sports.

THE BASIC FORMAT: This will be a friendly competition of teams composed of 3 shooters. Each competitor
will shoot in each of 3 stages. Those stages will be:

Military Rifle - 25 rounds from prone position at 100 yards
Shotgun — full line of skeet

Pistol — 25 rounds from combat or one hand hold at 25 yards

THE BASIC EQUIPMENT: Rifles and handguns should be CMP legal firearms. That would include Spring-
fields, Enfields, Garands, M-14’s, AR-15’s and a host of foreign issued rifles. Legal handguns would include:
1911’s, (and clones) Beretta M9’s (and clones) High Powers, Sig P220’s and almost any handgun that has
been issued to a military unit. Shotguns, any skeet or field gun appropriate for the skeet field.

Spotting scopes for the rifle range and binoculars for the pistol range may be helpful as would some kind of
pad to separate you from the cold concrete on the rifle range.

SCORING: Each stage will have a maximum of 250 points (25 rounds x 10 for rifle and pistol, skeet score x
10)

PRIZES: | would like to say that we will issue a large cash purse to the high overall team but all be have is an
old pink beaded purse that is, unfortunately, empty except for an old almost used up red lipstick.
(Seriously, we will try to arrange for suitable awards to recognize your efforts.

COST: Total cost will be $10.00 per competitor/S30 per team.

This event is, to a large extent, a trial balloon. If there is sufficient interest we could conduct an event dur-
ing a warm weather season. It is also an effort to cross pollenate our shooting activities and move us away
from a specializing in one area to the exclusion of all others.

SIGN-UP: So we may gauge the level of interest a sign up sheet will be posted on board in Shoot House.
Please indicate if you have a team of 3 or if you will need to be partnered with others.



New report: Michigan is No. 1 among Great Lakes states for jobs cre-
ated from hunting, fishing purchases

Statewide economic impact supports 171,000 jobs, generates $11.2 billion annually — more than twice as much as previ-
ous estimates; data suggest Michigan needs to do more to promote outdoor sports, address environmental threats

LANSING, Mich. — A first-of-its-kind study released Monday by Michigan United Conservation Clubs shows Michigan
ranks first among the Great Lakes states for jobs created from hunting- and fishing-related purchases — and generates
more than $11.2 billion annually.

The data also show 171,000 jobs are created and supported annually across Michigan by hunting and fishing, putting
those related activities in the top 10 percent of the state’s job-creation industries. The greatest impact occurs in Southeast
Michigan.

The economic overall effect is more than twice as much as previous estimates from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
according to the report.

Michigan United Conservation Clubs commissioned the groundbreaking study in partnership with the Michigan State Uni-
versity Eli Broad College of Business and with funding support from the C.S. Mott Foundation. The project’s goal was to
more accurately quantify the impact sportsmen and sportswomen have on Michigan’s economic well-being.

“The research results reflect that the economic benefits for local communities in every region of the state by those who
hunt and fish are vital to continuing Michigan’s prosperity now and in the future,” said Amy Trotter, MUCC executive di-
rector.

Findings from the MUCC-MSU study were released during a news conference at MSU’s Demmer Center in Lansing that
in addition to Trotter was attended by Michigan Department of Natural Resources Director Daniel Eichinger; state Sen.
Curtis Hertel Jr., D-East Lansing; Bill Demmer, director of MSU’s internationally acclaimed sports shooting training facility
that was the site of the news conference; Jeff Poet, president and co-owner of Jay’s Sporting Goods and a member of the
Michigan Wildlife Council; and leaders in Michigan’s business, conservation and tourism sectors.

Cookies with Santa
December 18th 2018




Buttermilk Fried Rabbit

If you are using wild cottontails, | highly recommend you brine your rabbits before frying. A simple brine of
1/4 cup kosher salt to 4 cups water will do -- the rabbit is going to get plenty of seasoning later. Submerge
your bunny in this brine about 8 hours. This process keeps them moist. Domesticated rabbits don't really
need this, but if you want to brine them, do so for no more than 4 hours.

Author: Hank Shaw

Ingredients

2 to 4 cottontails, cut into serving pieces
2 cups buttermilk

2 tablespoons Italian seasoning, or mix together 1 1/2 teaspoons oregano, 1 1/2 teaspoons thyme and 1 ta-
blespoon dried parsley

1 tablespoon paprika

1 tablespoon garlic powder

2 teaspoons cayenne, or to taste

1 1/2 cups flour

1 teaspoon salt

2 cups vegetable oil

Instructions

Mix the buttermilk with the all the spices except the salt and flour. Coat the rabbit with the mixture and set
in a covered container overnight, or at least 4 hours.

When you are ready to fry, pour the oil into a large pan -- a big cast iron frying pan is ideal -- to a depth of
about an inch. The general idea is you want the oil to come halfway up the side of the rabbit. Set the heat to
medium-high.

Meanwhile, take the rabbit out of the buttermilk and let it drain in a colander. Don't shake off the buttermilk
or anything, just leave it there.

Let the oil heat until it is about 325°F; this is the point where a sprinkle of flour will immediately sizzle. When
the oil is hot, pour the flour and salt into a plastic bag and shake to combine. Put a few pieces of rabbit into
the bag and shake to get it coated in flour.

Set the coated rabbit pieces in one layer in the hot oil so they don't touch. Fry for about 8 to 12 minutes. Fry
gently -- you want a steady sizzle. Turn the rabbit pieces and fry for another 10 minutes or so, until they are
golden brown. The forelegs will come out first, followed by the loin, and the hind legs will come out last. You
will probably need to fry in batches, so just leave the uncooked rabbit pieces in the colander until you are
ready to flour them up and fry them. Don't let floured pieces sit.

When the rabbit is gready, rest them on a rack set over a paper towel to drain away any excess oil. If you are
cooking in batches, set this in a warm oven.



Calendar

Please check website for latest changes http://www.rockfordsportsmansclub.com/

Calendar and website Changes Dan Vincent, Steve Mitchell or Mike Roche
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. TTacCTICS Steve Washington
v e wp Certified Instructor

Training Counselor
Cell: 616.633.0591
8450 Algoma Ave NE Tel: 616.884.5070
Suite AA steve@protectiontactics.com
Rockford, MI 49341 www.protectiontactics.com
Firearms Training and Sales
"Because A Cop Won't Fit in Your Pocket”

FINE FOOD & GOOD SPIRITS

6555 Belding Rd.
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 874-5553

A proud supporter of the R.S.C.




Rockford Sportsman’s Club
11115 Northland Dr.

P.O. Box 624

Rockford, Michigan 49341

WHITE
cREEK
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& HRDW.
CEDAR SPRINGS

13861 White Creek Ave.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-0010

Vitra Guard * Valspar Paints

\ -
UL Screen & Glass Repair
ROCKEORID
AR L 'K Complete Hardware, Tool,
S OSINCE Plumbing & Heating,

Electrical and Paint Departments
A proud supporter of RSC.

643 Northland Drive, Rockford, Ml 49341 * (616) 866-9155
OPEN: Mon-Fri. 7:30 to 8, Sat. 8 to 5, Sun. 10 to 3

Y P Fresh Meats
SW d’ & Deli

Fine Fresh Meats * Fresh Deli Sandwiches
Deli Salads * Hormone Free Dairy * Desserts
Smoked Meats & More!

11761 Northland Dr NE Rockford, Ml 49341

616-696-8862 Fax 616-696-8865
storysmarket.com
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